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-§. AFRICANS UNITE TO FIGHT RACE L 


January 


West Germany 
suppresses 
tree speech 


By MARY WILLIS 


FOLLOWING a recent report of the ban- 

ning of a women’s peace congress at 
Cuxhaven (PN, Dec. 28, 1951) there is now 
further evidence of the unwillingness of 
the West German authorities to allow free 
discussion of current issues. 


Tho chairman of a meeting which was or- 
fanised in Geesthacht (Western Germany), 
mM December last by the Working Com- 
Mittee for German Unity (Arbcitsgemein- 
Schaft fiir gesamtdeutsche Verstandigung) 
received a letter from the municipal au- 
thorities, instructing him to sce that no 
Propaganda or discussion took place on the 
Subject of remilitarisation, or the conclu- 
Ston of a peace treaty. 

The United Nations has appointed a com- 
Mission to investigate whether conditions 
In East and West Germany are such as to 
Permit, of the holding of free all-German 
flections, Will cases such as this be brought 
© their notice when they are considering 
Whether the public will be in a position to 

€ar uncensored discussion of all points of 
View 7 


— 


i late.” 
Union leafiet, “Civil Defence... 
dy Dr. Alex Comfort. He says: 


TAKE YOUR A-BOMB PRECAUTIONS 
NOW. TOMORROW MAY BE TOO LATE 


“« Effective CD means real negotiations now ” 


KE your atom bomb precautions now. 
These are the concluding comments in a new Peace Pledge 


Dee. 17, 1951, of the most 


campaigns in Africa and India. 


The conference adopted the report 
of a Joint Planning Council] of the 
African National Congress and the 
South African Indian Congress, a Council 
charged with the task of co-ordinating the 
efforts of the national organisations of the 
African, Indian and Coloured people in a 
mass campaign, directed at securing the 
repeal of the Pass Laws, the Group Areas 
Act, the Separate Representation of Voters’ 
Act, the Suppression of Communism Act, 
the Bantu Authorities Act, and also the 


— DR. ALEX COMFORT 


ITH GANE 


_ Plans for non-co-operation [RAF VOLUNTEER’S 
by all non- Whites 


HE African National Congress, at the cenclusion in Bloemfontein on 


| committing: 


To-morrow will be too 


Your Questions Answered,” written 


There is an effective civil defence policy—-it is to force the Government 


to resist the “inevitable war” party 
negotiations, meant to succeed, 


talk peace we cal] them humbugs. 
a gingle major point. 
suspect us as much 


by threats). 
Arms won't protect us. 


Our government plans to negotiate 


in war? 


t Commons. 


, “wards the heavy production costs will 
ay the practical issues arising from ‘war 
wd the use of atom bombs are discussed 
X the leaflet in the form of a series of 


s va Mestiong and answers as follows: 

{ 
rate If war came, what «re the 
jerem’ Chances of atom bombs being 
less iB) used? 
t ie We don’t know. They might not be. _ Gas 
ar ide?) 148 not used last time. But the Americans 
(whidl ‘ave made it plain that they have no com- 
pA the Netion about using them, and they would 
on ty launching them from bases in this coun- 
prov) g% England is the most vulnerable of all 
ut spit? € Powers to atomic attack. 


ot cot; What would be the result of the 
by lo atomic bombardment of Britain? 
maka Could we survive it? 
losine”, mas you mean, would anyone be left alive? 
peace » Y@s. If you mean, could Britain survive 
reati® Rees. an organised nation?—probably no. 
eg pra: angain would be what Korea is now—an 
erestll ‘ficial desert. 
forlo™ Gone know roughly what casualties the 
Easte™ abv ernment is budgeting for. They expect 
livin#) ajo@t 50,000 casualties per bomb, and 
ch cat | ig *4f 100,000 homeless, but this estimate 
slash. | Hj. @sed on the obsolete bombs used at 
sropes the Shima and Nagasaki (in the whole of 
conte™) an, ‘Ast war, German bombs killed 60,595 


ratio! 


| Mi 
net hit opt he 


3 boul 


Nut 


Wounded 86,182 British civilians). 

‘ Times correspondent put the 
“‘ally-expected level of attack at two 
8S for each major city. Call that 30 
over the whole of Britain, allowing 


Is: 


: 
of ‘ose our air defence would ston (some 


print Meng 'nich might explode or be jettisoned in 


Spufous areas). That makes 1,500,000 


ww 


not the nursery-level 
propaganda advantages we have had so far. 


Today, if the Russians talk war we call them blackguards, and jf they 
None of our F 
Nobody denies that the other side are “ difficult ”—they 
as we suspect them, and like eur Government they 
believe in “negotiating from strength” (polite name for backing demands 


Why not now, before the Russians too have increased their arms, before 
another General MacArthur has “chanced his arm teo far” and landed us 


: Certainly there are risks in disarmament, but what about the risks we 
Tun today, with atom-bombers based all over East Anglia? 

The new leaflet, printed in red and black with a picture of the atom bomb 
€Xploding over Nagasaki, follows up an earlier leaflet published in 1950 of which over 
400,006 copies were distributed and which was the subject of questions in the House 
c Copies of the new leaflet are available free of charge to all PPU 
7toups and pacifists willing to undertake door-to-door distribution, but contributions 
be welcome. 


: to insist on negotiations NOW—real 


manoeuvring for 


“ 


peace plans ’’ has conceded 


When Britain could be destroyed in a week of 
war, three years of negotiations would be worthwhile. 


when it has completed the arms drive. | 


casualties and say 3,000,000 homeless, even 
allowing for a total civil defence effort. 


Could Civil Defence do anything, 
if such an attack came? 


Obviously it could do something. Know- 
ing what to do is better than ignorance. 
Any rescue service could save some lives. 
Proper shelters, such as those “being built 
for the authorities, could protect everyone 
in them, and ordinary surface shelters 
would be better than nothing. But it would 
be quite false to imagine that ARP ser- 
vices could give anything like the saving 
of life they gave us last time. Sir Henry 
Dale, President of the British Association, 
wrote: 

“Other atom weapons much more des- 
tructive than the bombs dropped on Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki. may certainly be ea- 
pected if the present situation continucs 
without remedy. There is no likelihood 
that any useful measure of defence will be 
found against atomic bombs.” 

Or take this: 

“The atomic bomb destroys so quickly 
and so completely such a large area that 
defence is hopeless. Leadership and or- 
ganisation are gone. Key personnel are 


mn 5 


killed. With the fire-station wrecked and 
the firemen burned how control 1,000 
fires ? With the doctors dead and the 


hospitals smashed, how treat a quarter of 

a million injured?” (From “The Atom 

Bomb,” published by the Atomic Scientists 

Association of Chicago). 
The Government observers 
wrote: 


at Hiroshima 


| the enforcement of this Act. 


(Continued on back page) 
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decisive conference in its history, 


resolved to embark in 1952 on mass national action, based on non- 
co-operation, against certain specified unjust and racially discriminatory 
laws of the Union Government, unless these laws are repealed before 
March 1, 1952. This was the method used by Mahatma Gandhi in his 


and the so-called “rehabilitation scheme.” 
If the Union Government refuses io re- 
peal these measures by that date, the 
African National Congress declares that, 
together with the South African Indian 
Congress, it “will have no alternative but 
to launch mass action for redress of the 
just and legitimate grievances of the 
majority of the South African people.” 
This mass action will begin on April 6. 
1952. The African National Congress 
considers this day, the occasion of the 
Van Riebeck Tercentenary, as bemg the 
most appropriate for the commencement 
of the struggle. It marks one of the 
great turning points in South African 
history; the advent of European settlers 
in this country, followed by colonial and | 
imperialist exploitation which has de- 
graded, humiliated and kept in bondage 
the vast masses of the non-Whites. 


The conference of the African National 
Congress accepted and will inyplement the 
view of the Joint Planning Council that 
the mass action should take the form of 
breaches of certain selected 
laws and regulations which are undemo- 
cratic, unjust, racially discriminatory and 
repugnani to the natural rights of man. 

Rather than submit to these unjust 
laws, those taking part in the mass action 
will defy them deliberately and in an or- 
ganised manner and will be prepared to | 
bear the penalties. 

In recommending laws and regulations 
that should be attacked, the Joint Planning 
Council considered the Jaws which are most 
Heme! and which are capable of being 
efied. 


Laws they will attack 


As far as the African National Congress 
is concerned the law which stands out for 
attack is the Pass Laws, and a conference | 
statement declares: 

“While volunteers in the urban areas 
go into action against the Pass Laws, the 
people in the rural areas will be mobilised 
to resist the culling of cattle and stock 
limitation. They will be asked not to co- 
operate with the authorities in any way 
in culling cattle or limiting livestock.” 
The South African Indian Congress is to 

concentrate its campaign on defying Pro- ! 
vineial barriers; apartheid regulations— | 
train, Post Office, railway stations, ete.; and 

the Group Areas Act, if and when action | 
against this measure is possible and subject | 
to the decision of its forthcoming annual 
conference which will take place at the end 
of January, 1952, in Johannesburg. 

The Franchise Action Council (an or- 
ganisation of the Coloured community in 
Cape Province), has been asked to defy 


general apartheid regulations in Post 
Offices, railway stations, trains, etc., 


and to defy the Group Areas Act, where 
possible. This particular campaign can be 
applied by coloured people in the other 
provinces. In the Cape there is a strong 
possibility of having mixed units instead 
of. separate national organisation units. 
All who will take part in the mass 
national campaign are being reminded that 
the Population Registration Act is repug- 
nant to the people, and that the campaign 
should pay particular attention to prepar- 
ing the masses of the people in resisting 


~ 


“ Democratic rights for all ” 


The Conference of the African National 
Congress wholeheattedly and emphatically 
endarsed the following statement contained 
in the report of thé Joint Planning Council: 

“ All people, irrespective of the national 
groups they may belong to and irres- 
pective of the colour of their skin, who 
have made South Africa their home and 
who believe in the principles of demo- 
cracy and the equality of man, are South 

Africans. 

‘“ All South Africans are entitled to live 

a full and free life on the basis of the 

fullest equality. Full democratic rights 

with a direct say in the affairs of the 

Government are the inalienable rights of 

every South African—a right which must 

be realised in the lifetime of the »iesenf 
generation if South Africa is to be saved 
from social chaos and tyranny and from 


‘Continued on back page) 


FOURPENCE 


AWS 
EAPONS 


‘NO’ TO CALL - UP 


Z-Reservist fined 


| 
| OHN VICTOR REED (25), an 
Army Class Z-Reservist, was 
| fined £5 and ordered to pay an advo- 
| cate’s fee of £3 3s. at Bishop’s Stort- 
ford Petty Sessions last week for 
failing to present himself for 15 
days’ training. 


It was stated that when he received his 
first training notice, in July last, he wrote 
; to the Army records office stating that he 
was a conscientious objector. He appeared 
before a local tribunal, and afterwards be- 
fore the Appellate Tribunal, but both of 
them decided that his case did not come 
within the terms of conscientious objection. 


He then received a fresh training 
notice from the Army authorities, in 
reply to which he wrote that whatever 
the tribunal said, he could not take part 
in war. 

Mr. W.G. Wiggs (solicitor) who appeared 
for Reed, said that the case was rather un- 
usual, in that Reed served in the Forces for 
four years, from 1944-48. Before he wag 
18 he volunteered for aircrew duties with 
the RAF. He was subsequently transferred 
te the Army and sent to India. Later he 
went to Egypt and Palestine, where he 
pia during some of the most troublesome 

ays. 


“Gave him food for thought ” 


“J think he saw and heard a great deal 
that gave him food for thought,” said Mr. 

iggs. 

“ Over the past two years Reed has come 
to the conclusion that to take part in any 
war, or to continue training as part of a 
war machine, is against what he believes 
are true Christian principles. Therefore 
when he received the training notice he had 


po alternative but to refuse to comply with 
it. 


_“ When the tribunal refused his applica- 
tion he did not waver—he had always made 
it quite clear what he was going to do. 


“Having taken that stand I think it is 
apparent now that he was fully convinced 
that he must do it at all costs—that he 
must carry it through to its logical conclu- 
sion. 


Mr. Wiggs said Reed was a married man 
with a child. 


The public attitude towards conscientious 
objection was not always sympathetic, and 
he did not think a man would take the risk 
of putting his family into jeopardy unless 
he was genuinely and sincerely convinced 
that what he was doing was right, 


“Nijmegen battle was 
In vain” 


DUTCH BOY WILL NOT 
SERVE IN ARMY 


EACE NEWS has received a letter from 
18-year-old Hans Manassen, of Nijme- 
gen, who heard of the paper when working 
at an International Voluntary Service for 
Peace camp in Algeria last summer. He 
writes: “I don’t think I hate war only be- 
cause I saw many dead and wounded sol- 
diers and civilians during wartime. But 
also because thousands of victims of the 
cruel bombardment and later of the battles 
round our once beautiful old town are buried 
in our district in churchyards and military 
cemeteries. And I am sure, every day it 
becomes more clear that it was again in 
vain» 


“ But now I am 18 years and it means: 
after some time military service! It is 
long since I decided that I shall never go 
into military service.” 

Hans Manassen asked for advice about 
pacifism, war resistance, non-violence and 
conscientious objection, and we were glad 
to be able to put him in touch with war 
resisters in Holland. 


FOOTNOTE: British armoured forces 
fought their way through the ancient city 
of Nijmegen, street by street, on Sept. 20, 
1944, linking up with paratroopers who 
had captured the bridge over the river 
Waal. There were strong counter attacks 
by German infontry and the Luftwaffe. 


pens, 
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THE PAWN THAT WAS 
NOT SACRIFICED 


ONCLUDING an article  sur- 
veying prospects for 1952 in 
Sunday Times, “Scrutator 


the 
remarked: 
“We approach in 1952 a very critical 


point on the chess-board of diplomacy. 

We shall be much tempted, as in 1938, to 

sacrifice a pawn. No policy, now as then, 

would be more calcuated to let loose a 

major war.” 

The pawn that is not to be sacrificed is 
Korea. What has been sacrificed so far is 
only the Korean people. We ‘have sacrificed 
the fertility of their land, their industries, 
their homes, and millions of the lives of 
their men, women and children. But we 
lave not sacrificed the pawn. 

“ Serutator” had already 
this point: 

“ On short-term arguments much might 
be said for making a cease-fire and then 
letting Korea go hang. We should, for 
the moment, save blood and treasure, and 
might try to delude ourselves that we had 
saved honour too. | 


So up to the present there has been no 
sacrifice of either honour or a pawn; there 
has only been the sacrifice of any chance of 
some kind of modest happiness in the lives 
of millions of humble human beings. 


* 


It is well for our sense of decency that 
we should squarely face the issues that are | 
being dealt with here. 

The United Nations forces have to con- 
tinue in their course without sacrificing a 
pawn, according to “ Scrutator,” in order to | 
resist aggression. 

In resisting aggression, however, they 
are not saving korea. However much we 
may detest totalitarian dictatorship and 
however toreign totalitarian dictatorship 
may be to Korea, there are not many people 
who can be under the delusion that the 
average Korean man and woman would 
have suffered more than they have actually 
suffered, it there had been no United 
Nations intervention in Korea. 


The resistance to aggression then that is 


remarked on 


being engaged upon is not in defence of the 
lives and nappiness of the Korean people. 
It is an attempt to make aggression costly 
there in order to reduce the likelihood that 
there will be agqression elsewhere. In a 
different sense 1rom that in which “ Seru- 
tator’’ was using the word, we are sacrific- 
ing a pawn. 

The thing that the average man has to 
be brought to face today is that the carry- 
ing on of war—any kind of war —is not 
compatible with a sense of honour or 


decency. 
* 


i 

In a full-scale war we shall be involved in 
the use of the atom bomb, and the resort to 
the use of tne atom bomb is not possible 
without deep moral “degradation. We 
already know that, as a result of our com- 
plicity in what was done at Hiroshima and 
‘Nagasaki; and however much we may seek 
to shut our minds to this fact we know that | 
if we resort to this thing again we shall 
have branded ourselves as something less 
than human. 


Most people are aware of this in their 
inner being. What they do not perceive is 
that, setting aside the use of the atom bomb, 
the limited undertakings in “total”? war- 
fare that are held to be the function of 
United Nations forces have been shown to 
unfilled for 


be activities equally decent 


people. 

We have no moral right to contemplate 
the obliteration of a succession of peoples 
of the smaller countries as a means of es- 
tablishing what is euphemistically called a 
“rule of law.” The Western nations have 
no moral right to engage in the destruction 
of the Korean people—South and North 
Koreans equally—as a means of providing a 
better chance of their own future security. 

We have come to the point where we have 
to renounce war without reservation or re- 
nounce our own humanity. 


Especially the Mayor and 


the Firemen! 


PD ECORATING the office at the New Year ! 

were Christmas and New Year Greet- 

ing Cards from friends in all parts of the | 

world. 3 

We hope they will accept this warm ack- | 

nowledgement of the greetings sent to the 
staff of Peace News. 


We feel a special mention should be made 
of the greetings from the Mayor of 


Nagasaki, the grou'lp of war resisters per- 
forming their alternative to military ser- 
vice with the Swedish Fire Brigade in 
Boden, from 57 war resisters in Stuttgart, | 
and an imprisoned Dutch objector. 


UN: Coercion or 
Conciliation 2? 


HE United Nations has resumed 

its session in Paris with a dis- 

cussion in the Political Committee 

of the report ef the Collective 
Measures Committee. 

This latter committee was set up under a 
resolution of the Assembly over a year ago 
to find a way round the right of veto pos- 
sessed by the permanent members of the 
Security Council. {ts aim was to make col- 
lective action possible on a vote of the 
Assembly and thus avoid the veto in the 
Security Council. 

It should be remembered that in the Char- 
ter emphasis is laid on the need of applying 
every possible means of conciliation and 
negotiation, and that collective action is 
only contemplated in the last resort after 
the failure of other methods. 

Such collective action was to be initiated 
by the Security Council, and it was contem- 
plated that there would be a panel of mili- 
tary experts to advise on the method of pro- 


viding the forces such sanctions would 
involve. 
When Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin 


agreed on the basic principles of the United 
Nations they decided to confer a veto on 


each of the permanent members of the 
Security Council because if any issue of 


aggression arose in which a great power was 
involved, sanctions voted without  un- 
animity must prelude another world war. 


Collective security a euphemism 


Whatever may be the actual facts as to the 
responsibility for North and South Korea in 
the crossing of the 88th Parallel, it is plain 
from the official documents that mihtary 
action was taken by America, and subse- 
quently by the Security Council, before every 
means of conciliation had been tried. 

In taking this action without the coneur- 
ring vote ot Russia as one of the permanent 
members of the Security Council, the United 
Nations took a grave step which was not 
only contrary to the letter of its Constitu- 
tion, but at variance with the spirit of the 
Charter. 

As a result collective securily has be- 
come a euphemism for the organisation of 
one half ot the world against the other. We 
have been witnessing the gradual descent of 
the United Nations from its original pur- 
pose as it becomes more and more an instru- 
ment of coercion and less and less an instru- 
ment of conciliation. 


Small nations uneasy 


At a recent meeting of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation the American repre- 
sentatives were reported to have pressed for 
an amendment to the constitution which 
would have had the effect of authorising in 
advance the use of the NATO forces for a 
preventive war and placing in American 
nands the conduct of such an operation. 

Britain and America have always claimed 
that NATO is within the letter and spirit 
ot the Charter and the present proposals of 
the Collective Measures Committee, while 
not going quite so tar as the American pro- 
posais (wnich were apparently turned 
down), seemed designed to commit UN to 
take a step in that direction. It is not sur- 
prising, theretore, that three members 
(Burma, Egypt and Mexico) are not sup- 
porting the proposals, that even the spon- 
sors of them were cautious in their advo- 
cacy, and that Sweden openly expressed the 
reservations shared by many of the smaller 
rations. Thesé are not prepared to commit 
themselves ig advance to joining in sanc- 
tions which might easily involve them in a 
third world war. 


“Periodic meetings” of 
Security Council 


‘HE main attack on the proposals 
has come from Vishinsky, but 


‘he has added to his criticisms a con- 


structive proposal which while 
asking the Assembly to abolish the Collec- 
tive steasures Committee as an infringe- 
ment on the authority of the Security Coun- 
cii, also recommends the calling of a 
“ periodic meeting ” of the Security Coun- 
cit to consider measures to relieve the East- 
West tension. . 

‘he Constitution of the Security Council 
provides for the calling of such “ periodic 
meetings,” which it was intended the 
Foreign Ministers themselves should attend 
in place of the permanent delegates. 

No such periodic meeting has ever been 
asked for up till now, ‘and there could be no 
better reason for making use of this provi- 
sion for the first time than the determination 
to relieve the increasing tension. 

American reaction has again been un- 
favourable, but seems to ignore the fact 
that Vishinsky asked for the meeting not 
only to help forward the truce talks in 
Korea, but also to secure a general all 
round improvement, 

We could wish that the Korean talks were 
making such progress as would justify 
Acheson’s suggestion that a special meet- 
ing of the Security Council would only delay 


matters. On the contrary, it wou.d seem to 
require some fresh stimulus from the 


Security Council, which after all is the body 
responsible for UN action in Korea and for 
approving the terms of an armistice. 


A lest bid by Vishinsky? 


Vishinsky’s proposals may well be a last 
bid to save the United Nations from becom- 
ing a purely coercive organisation from 
which the USSR might feel it necessary to 
withdraw, leaving UN a purely Western 
bloc under American domination. 

To quote The Times: 

“The United Nations seems to be faced 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


with a choico which may even have to be 

made in the debate on the proposals of 

the Collective Measures Committee. 

Hither it can seek to remain a universal 

society of nations existing to seek peuace- 

ful solutions to the problems that fall 
within its power to solve; or it can be 
converted, in effect, into an anti- 

Communist combination.” 

Thus the decisions on the report of the 
Collective Measures Cominittee will have 
their effect on the whole work of the 
Assembly and in particular on the new pro- 
posals tor disarmament. 

If Britain, American and USSR are 
really concerned to secure universal dis- 
armament and the strengthening of the UN 
in its task of conciliation, they must not 
allow the whole future to be jeopardised by 
a round about method of changing: the whole 
set-up, and of strengthening the coercive 
functions of UN to the virtual exclusion of 
its main purpose. 


What is brewing in China? 
YOSHE question or responsibility for 
the outbreak of hostilities in 
Korea may still be in doubt, but it 
seems clear that both sides were res- 
ponsible for provecative action before 
war came. 
lt would appear that similar provocative 


action is now taking place in connection 
with China, 


On the one hand it is reported that 
Chinese troops have been concentrating on 
the border of Indo-China, and on the other 
that General Li has visited Formosa for the 
purpose of planning an attack with Ameri- 
can help on the mainiand. It has indeed 
been rumoured that the U.S. 7th Fleet is to 
be used to transport troops to Siam and 
Burma and that the first batch of 50,000 
has been sent. 


Whatever may be the truth of such 
runiours, they are indicative of the growing 
tension in the Far East and point to the 
need of an immediate settlement of the dif- 
ferences in regard to Formosa. 

It is to be hoped that one result of Mr. 
Churchill's visit to Washington will be the 
recognition of the Peking Government and 
of the validity of the Potsdam Agreement 
by America as well as Britain. 


The only treachery? 


R. ACHESON deemed it neces- 
sary to warn the peoples of 
the West—even before the armistice 


in Korea is finally negotiated— 
against a renewal of Communist 
treachery, 


The threat to U.S. plans for rearmament 
in Western Europe, and America itself, 
which would be caused by the reliet of the 
people of these areas should a cessation 
of tha war in Korea be achieved js a veal 
one. 

The policy of containment by strength 
is apparently to be followed irrespective of 
change in the world situation or of any 
alleviation of the tension between East and 
West. 

in a review of recent achievements and 
of possible developments in 1952, delivered 
to the Jewish War Veterans in New York. 
Mr. Acheson went on. to emphasise the 
major importance of the move towards 
unity in Western Europe which would be 
accomplished if— 

1. Agreement could be reached on the 
quantity and quality of the force ecom- 
posing the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganisation Command; 

2. The future position of Western 
Germany in the world (Western?) could 
be decided upon; and 
* 3. A Eurspean Army, inciudinge Ger- 
man participation and involving German 
rearmament, could be created, 

All this is being planned at a time when 
the four Great Powers are entering into 
further discussions upon plans for world 
disarmament. One is forced to consider 
whether Communist treachery is the only 
treachery to guard against in 1952, 


Men who change sides 


NE aspect of the prolonged ex- 

changes between the two sides 

in the Korean truce talks on the 

subject of an exchange of prisoners 

seems te have escaped press com- 
ment. 

Admiral Libby is reported to have said 
that of the 132,474 prisoners in UN hands 
on Jan. 4, a total of 44,250 had been found 
to be “loyal South Korean citizens” and had 
been re-classified accordingly. 

A week or two earlier a writer in Le 
Monde, remarking on the distress felt at 
Seoul at finding no trace in the Chinese and 
Narth Korean lists of the greater part of 
between 80,000 and 90,000 missing South 
Koreans, said that observers felt that there 
was reason to suspect that a good propor- 
tion of Syngman Rhee’s soldiers had sur- 
rendered and re-enrolled under the flag of 
Kim Il-sung. 


There could hardly be more conclusive 


evidence than this of the fact that the basis 
of the Korean trouble is civil war, and that 
even if the UN intervention on the Ameri 
can initiative had not brought about the 
destruction of Korea, it was iar from being 
un effort of liberation, in the sense of per- 
nmutting the Korean people to determine 
their own destiny. 


Death of a Viceroy 


ORD LINLITHGOW, who died 
last Saturday, sueceeded Lord 
Willingdon as Viceroy of India i 
1936, and continued in office until the 
appointment of Field-Marsnhal Wavell 
in 19438. 

His tenure coincided with the period of 
civil disopedience which Lollowed the de- 
claration of India as a belligerent in the 
Second World War against the will of the 
Congress Party dominated by Gandhi. 

A truthful picture of a personality can 
sometimes be obtained from the denials of 
current criticism in a sympathetic opituary: 

The valedictory articie on Linlithgow 
in She Times demes his “ allewed aloofness’ 
and lack of “‘the human touch,” 
handsome, arrogant face which illustrates 
their article provides irrefutable evidence 0 
a basi¢e incompatibility between the man ant 
his job. Somewhat incousistently, The 
‘Vimes article acknowledges a seli-sutticiency 
so complete “that he missed helpful oppor: 


tunities for contacts and exchange of 
views.” 
the political battle between Linlithgow 


and. the Congress leaders left the Viceroy 
temporarily the victor, and the fact that he 
outmanoeuvred his opponents without be 
devilling the fulure of Anglo-Indian rela- 
tions was perhaps his best achievement. 

But he conspicuously lacked the ability © 

Halifax, Wavell and Mountbatten to “per 
suade the Indians that he was their friend, 

and despite hig courage and tenacity it 18 
doubtful whether such a Viceroy could ever 
have negotiated Indian independence. Cet” 

tainly the landscape began to lighten as | 
soon as he left the scene. 


An Indo-American 
Agreement 


NDEPENDENT India has achieved 
a valuable diplomatic victory in 
the agreement setting up an Indv- | 
American Technical Co - operation | 
Fund which was signed last Satur 
day between Mr. Nehru and Mr. 
Chester Bowles, the U.S. Ambassador 
to India. 

This promise of 50 million dollars to raise | 
the efficiency of Indian agriculture, and in 
crease food production, represents a triump! 
of constructive American opinion over the, 
scaremongers who see India as an_all-toy 
pink accessory of Red China, and have tried | 
to hamper economic aid with a tangle of 
political “ strings.” 

The terms ot the agreement emphasise 
the definite improvement in Indo-America! 
relations which has followed the arrival o 
Mr. Bowles in India two months ago. Indi8 
hopes that the programme of assistance sé! 
out can be integrated both with the India!) 
Government’s first five-year plan, and thé 
Colombo Commonwealth Plan ror technica 
assistance. 


The significance of | 
Captain Carlsen | 


Fo several days on end, Captail, 
Kurt Carlsen and his solitary 
vigil on the listing American freigh- 
ter Flying Enterprise custed evel. 
Messrs. Churchill and Vyshinsky 
from the front pages of the news’ 
papers. 

He deserved to do so, just as he deserves 
the welcome by his parents brought from 
Denmark by the Daily' Express and thé - 
clvic reception arranged by Falmouth Tow? 
Council. 3 
_For Kurt Carlsen ig more than an indl 
vidual hero; as a symbol of those peace-time 
victories “no less renowned than war,” he 
merits not only the admiration of the world 
but the gratitude of pacifists. So long a 
the Nansens, the Carlsens, the climbers ) 
Everest and the explorers of the Antareti¢ 
can occasionally divert the limelight 0} 
publicity from war-conditioned scatesme” 
and diplomats, so long will mankind kee? 
its sense of proportion and the readers 0 
newspapers cherish, without wishful, think 
ing, the rational hope of peace. 


Catholic confusion on war 
HE confusion that aeccimpanie’ 
the moral uneasiness amon. 
Catholics on the question of the pat 
ticipation by Christians in war, ant 
which has been repeatedly indicated 
by reports in our news cclumns, F 
manifesting itself in Italy also. 

_A very cautious Bill for the legal recok” 
nition of conscientious objection has bee 
introduced in the Italian Parlisment and h® 
passed its first reading. 

The Civilta Cattolica, a semi-offieial pul” 
lication, has immediately declared in favo 
of conscription, in opposition to provisio® 
for conscientious objection, and in suppe!™ 
of wars so long as they are “just” o 
“ defensive.” 

Giovanni Pioli points out, however, th® 
an address to Catholic jurists by the PoP 
last year referred with approval to the fat 
that conscientious objection had been legally. 
recognised in a number of countries. Wy 
contrast with Civilta Cattolica, Osservato™, 
Romana, the Vatican organ has drawn © 
newed attention to this address. 


but the © 
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Who controls the JAPANESE DEFENCE BUDGETS 
CUTS SOCIAL SERVICES 


To go: School lunches, widow’s pensions, 
sick, unemployed and aged benefits 
From Dr. TOMIKO KORA 


Atom bomb? 


| 
| 
' 
AR. SIDNEY SILVERMAN (Lab. Nel- | 
3 son and Colne), asked the Prime 
Minister in the House of Commons on Dec. 
6 whether the agreement under which the 
United States atom-bomb Forces were per- 
mitted to use bases in this country con- 
tained the usual provision for the with- 
drawal in the case that the United States 
became involved in any way in which the | 
United Kingdom did not wish to be involved. 
The Prime Minister’s reply was that the | 
wse of these bases in an emergency would 
be a matter for joint decision by His 
Majesty’s Government and the United 
States Government in the light of the cir- 
cumstances prevailing at the time. 


GOADING CHINA? 


A MERICAN officials in Formosa have 1e- 
fused to comment on reports that the 
U.S. Navy ferried 70,000 of Chiang Kai- 
shek’s troops across to the mainland of 
China for a surprise attack on Southern 
China, reports the Manchester Guardian, 
Dee. 28, 1951. 
Chianeg’s headquarters state that they in- 
flicted 400 casualties. 


BRIEFLY... 


Teldas, which stands for “iotal disarma- 
ment and active security,” has now 
reached a membership of 126, and has 
tour study groups—in North London, 
South London, Crosby and Southport. 

The Group’s December Commentary 
quotes the people who say “ But I don’t 
see that disarming would produce peace ” 
and says “ We have never suggested that 
it would. One might as well tell an in- 
tending channel swinimer that if he 
jumps into the water he will reach the 
other side. He may gr may not, but 
ne will certainly not reach the other side 
unless he jumps in. 

“The road to lasting peace is a long 
and perilous one, but we shall never set 
foot on that road until we stop prepar- 
ing for war and prepare for peace 
instead.” 

The December issue of Peace Bulletin, pub- 
lished by the Woodford and_ District 
Peace Committee, contains an introduc- 
tory article “The Christmas Way,” by 
the Rev. S. J. Burling, Viear of Holy 
Trinity Chureh, South Woodford. 

Sir John Pratt addressed a public meeting 
held by the Worthing branch of the PPU 
on Dec. 19. A _ resolution was passed 
urging that every effort should be made 
to bring the peace negotiations in Korea 
to a snecessful conclusion, 


BETTER THAN FLOWERS 


THE Burrous family of Peru, Indiana, 
. USA, has made a gift of $300 to the 
Church of the Brethren for peace and 
relief work, as a memorial to their son, 
Wendell, who was killed in an accident in 
Colorado. 

The fund was made up of money that 


Otherwise would have been spent for 

floweis and an expensive funeral. 
GRAND TOTAL 

AND what a grand total it is! We 

= started off the “last chance” well 


with the first cheque for £10, and then 
some for £5. 

Each day every post brought last minute 
gifts to Peace Pledge Union Headquarters 
—red postal orders and blue postal 
Orders; a money order from America; 
cheques; books of stamps; the “odd money” 
over on New Year’s Eve; from old friends 
and new. And then we went triumphantly 
Past our aim with a cheque for £100 from 
an old friend, who does mot want any 
publicity. 

It was an exciting moment for us at 
Headquarters and I am sure that all of 
you who have shared in the splendid effort 
throughout 1951 will share in the thrill. 

1 want to send our special thanks to one 
and all for the grand total of £1,028 5s. 9d. 
which has only been achieved by much 
Sacrifice and goodwill. 

Perhaps some of you are saying “Oh! 
I meant to send something to HQ Fund, 
and I quite forgot,” and others are wishing 
that they had a share in this adventure and 
could join in saying “ Hurrah! we've done 
it.” 


If so, it is not too late. Too late for 
1951—but not too jate to give us a good 
Start for 1952. 

Until we can increase the number of 
Voluntary subscribers to PPU Funds and 
Can have not less than £5,000 a year 
Zuaranteed in this way, we shall have to 
rely on gifts to this HQ Fund and the 
Special Appeal to make up the balance. 

I know that there are suflicient other 
readers to help us do even better in 1952, 
without overtaxing the generosity of those 
Who have already given. ! am sure that 
You will all agree that we must not have a 
Ower aim for 1952, and so we will do our 
est.to raise another £1,000 this year. 

Here, then, is your opportunity if you 
ave missed sharing in the thrill this time! 

do appeal to all readers of Peace News 
Who have never given anything to the Peace 

edge Union’s HQ Fund to de so now. 

Does that apply to YOU? 

STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary, PPU. 
Amount yeceived in 1951: £1.028 5s. 9d. 
Sur aim for 1952: £1.000. 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union 
SRould. be sent marked Headquarters 
—lnd,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick 
Sheppard Hous, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


Women Member of the Japanese Parliament and of 


the Japanese Fellowship of 


Reconciliation 


R. DODGE, the American banker, who left Tokyo in December, gave 


a 
the fiscal year budget, which sets 
expenditure for defence purposes. 


This means that many items of expen- 
diture on educational and welfare services 
will be eliminated, such as the children’s 
school lunches of bread and milk for city- 
dwellers, the proposed widows’ pensions, 
and social security for the sick, unemployed 
and aged, not to mention reparations to 
invaded countries. 

Future budgets will show how the 
Japanese tax-payers have to bear the 
burdens of remilitarisation, besides pay- 
ing one-half of the costs of the U.S. 
occupation forces, which will be replaced 
by Japanese forces aS soon as Japan 
enters the United Nations. 

The problem is that in the meantime this 
heavy burden, and the unbalanced economy, 
are tending to push our people into iwo 
extremist camps; one towards Communism, 
which is taking every advantage of the 
social and psychological discontent in its 
so-called peace propaganda, while planning 
riot or coup d’etat by underground leaders; 
and the other towards the Rightist 
method, which threatens freedom of speech 
and assembly by nationalistic jingoists, who 
sometimes resort to violence. 

Those Japanese military leaders who 
sincerely repented are now warning the 
nation in books and articles. 
out, firstly, that the military planners 
who are co-operating closely with the 
U.S. occupation forces are really acting 
from selfish motives. 

Secondly, they point out that since the 
Japanese have lost faith in military force, 
they will, if conscripted, not form a reli- 
able army, and might very easily come 
under the influence of revolutionaries. 


Church Union favours 2ms plan 
In 


spite of the protests of the mis- 
most of the conservative church ministers 
are in favour of all tne American proposals. 

What ave the possibilities for Christian 
and non-violent pacifism? . 

We have fairly strong leaders in the 
circle of university professors, such as 
President Nambara and the new President 
Yanaibara, who both stood firmly against 


militarism in the last war, and other 
younger Christian progressive youth 


“LET OUR COs DO 
RELIEF WORK” 


—Norwegian WRI 


TPRE newly-elected Chairman of the 
; Norwegian section (FMK) of the War 
Resisters International is Diderich H. Lund, 
whom the Norwegian Government placed in 
charge of the reconstruction of the~devas- 
tated areas of northern Norway after the 
war, 


At the Annual General Meeting of FMK 
a resolution was passed urging the Govern- 
ment to send CO’s doing alternative civilian 
work instead of military service to Italy, 
where they could take part in flood and 
other relief work. 

The Norwegian Christian Peace Group 
has urged the Norwegian Government to 
send a service battalion to Korea, consist- 
ing of unarmed men and women, equipped 
to look after the thousands of wavorphans, 
both in North and South Korea, 


“All Scandinavia’ 
Peace Council 
E setting up of a “‘ Scandinavian Joint 


rps 
Council,” urged at a Congress of 
Seandinavian Peace Associations held 
1989, has now been taken up at a high level. 
An inter-parliamentary committee has 
been studying the possibilities, and has pro- 
posed that the Seandinavian Council should 
consist of 16 MI’s each from Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden, together with five 
from Iceland. Permanent secretariats are 
to be established in the capital of each 
country. 
It is hoped that the first sessien of the 
Council will take place in 1952. 


THEY LOVE THE 
LIE DETECTOR 


YERIODIC lie detector tests are to be 
required of persons who hold “a few 
critical positions” at the United States 
Government’s atomie energy plant at Oak- 
ridge, Tennessee. Apparatus has been in- 
stalled on an experimental basis. 

An Atomie Enerey Commission spokes- 
man has said, “I think the employees love 
it there, because it keeps security upper- 
most in a man’s mind. When a man knows 
he is going up against this machine he 
thinks "about it when he starts talking.” 


They point | 


strict advice to the Ministry of Finante not to allow any change in 


aside 80 per cent. of the annual 


leaders among the student bodies, including 
Prince Mikasa, who openly stand firm 
against the returning tendencies of totali- 
tarianism. 


There is also a fairly large number of 
the “Christian Pacifists Association” led 
by the theologian Inouye and_ other 
Christians. 

The third group is the “Cultural Paci- 
fists Meting”’ which has a membership of 
3,000 including Marxists, led by Prof. 
Imanaka. an ardent Christian. 


Many women and labour leaders who 
heard Muriel Lester (Travelling Secretary 
of the Internationa] Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation) during her recent visit, told me 
that they never knew there was such a 
thine as non-Communist pacifism, especi- 
ally based on Christianity. 

No doubt it is only a small proportion 
of the masses who can understand such a 
stand as ours, but I take it to be our 
special mission to testify and provide all 
possible information in print and speech; 
and to give hope to those who are des- 
parately yearning to know the way out of 
this overwhelming trend towards remili- 
tarisation and ideological] war. 

e 
Speaking out for peace 
—IN TEXAS 
N a letter to the Gospel Messenger, the 
journal of the Church of the Brethren 
in USA, Mrs. A. Rupp of Falfurrias, Texas, 
writes: 

“Tt seems to me that it is not in accor- 

dance with the teachings of Jesus to up- 


‘ hold as an example of Christian leadership 


a man who is an advocate of conscription, 


, even though he has other good qualities. 
sionaries in Japan, the Church Union and | = = 


, or the training for war. 
We should be very ! 


in. 


“We know that Jesus does not teach war 
We cannot serve 
God and mammon. 
careful that, we do not give out the idea 
that military training 1s sanctioned by 
Jesus or our church, remembering that the 
army is putting great pressure on our 


young boys.” 
—IN LONDON 


APRS. J. M. CANDLER, of 18 Aynhoe 
tae Mansions, London W.14, a PN reader 
and member of the Crusade for World 
Government, has sent us a copy of a letter 
which she has addressed to Mr. Winston 
Churchill, part of which reads: 


I have just heard a prayer on the Radio, | 


and so am asking you to help the world of 
people, by observing the message too, it is 
Render to no man evil for evil.” 

Please will you take immediate steps to 
prevent any more boys, like those who died 
in Dock Road, Chatham, from being: killed. 
I refer, of course, to those only two or three 
years older, who are being mown down in 
the same way in Korea, Egypt and Malaya. 

Help the helpless youngsters, before even 
one more death occurs. 


—IN ROME 


N his Christmas broadcast to the world, 
the Pope criticised both East and West 
for “incesantly talking of peace while ig- 
noring sceptically and disdainfully the basic 
cause of world dissension—lack of Christian 
principles.” 

Both sides, he said, called for disarma- 
ment, but this would be a small guarantee 
of lasting peace if it was not accompanied 
by the abolition of hatred, greed and the 
lust for prestige. 


—AND WASHINGTON 


4 MERICANS have been warned by 
*™ Supreme Court Justice Willaim O. 
Douglas that friendship with the people of 
Asia cannot be secured in a hurry, by dol- 
lars or guns, by judging them by their liv- 
ing standards. 

His new book containing this warning, 
“Strange Lands and Friendly People,” was 
in America’s “ Book-of-the-month ” selection 
for November. 

““If we continue to play the role we have 
played (in Asia) in the last five years, 
these peopl2 will become united in one 
great crusade—a crusade against America,” 


| he declares. 


Helping Problem Children 


TPHE Stepney Pacifist Service Unit has 
started a new scheme with the object 


roe : : 
| of giving more time and attention to the 


difficult children 
whom they work. 

With the help of many friends, an extra 
room has been made in the basement of 
Mary Hughes House, the headquarters of 
the Unit, painting benches and a work 
bench have been made from packing cases, 
and an assortment of broken chairs have 
been reconditioned and painted. 

The scheme is being run mainly by volun- 
tary workers, 
suecess. 


in the families among 


j 


1 


fi 
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PRISONERS FOR PEACE 


Six Swedish COs 


sentenced 


(pS Dee. 7, 1951, the magistrates of 
> Umea, Sweden, sentenced the follow- 
ing CQ’s to one month’s imprisonment: 


Sigvard Brogell of Risback; Folke Brann- 
strém, Brannfors; Gust Dahlgren, Nov- 
danas; Rudolf Idenfors, Rénnas; Holmfrid 
Istaelsson, B&asksj6; and Klas Jonsson, 
Norrbystrand. 

All these six CO’s had had their applica- 
tion for non-military service rejected, but 
had stuck to their convictions and refused 
to carry weapons. 


Lennart Gusstavsson has been condemned 
t2 a month’s imprisonment for refusing 


to do military service. He cannot be 
imprisoned until an appeal has ‘been 
heard. 


Another Swedish CO, Sigurd Heiling, is 
also appealing against a sentence of im- 
prisonment. 

Axel Gustafsson, MP for Boras, has 
put down three questions to be answered in 
the Swedish Parliament by the Defence 
Minister, with a view to securing the adop- 
tion of steps which will prevent COs from 
being imprisoned while their appeal is under 
consideration. 


PRISON KILLED HIM 


4*HARLES FARROU, a young French 
conscientious objector, died in the mili- 
tary prison at Val de Grace, Paris, on Nov. 
26, 1951. 

His delicate health was unable to with- 
stand the hardships of prison life, and he 
was deprived of the Bible for which he had 
asked. 

War resisters in Paris were not permitted 
to visit him, nor to attend the funeral. 
—WRI News Service 


| Released—to carry on 


work for peace 


AFTER a long period of imprisonment, 
Cesar Bugany has been liberated and 
deprived of French nationality. 
He is strong both physically and in 
morale and is expected to be of great assis- 


‘ tance to the group of War Resisters active 


in Paris. 
—WRI News Service 


Priscner’s pamphlet swells ranks 
of Belgian resisters 


J EAN VAN LIERDE, the imprisoned 
Belgian CO is being subjected to harsh 
treatment it is reported from Brussels. 

A pamphlet he has written is now being 
widely circulated in Belgium, bringing 
several new members to the War Resisters’ 
International and winning warm approval 
for the statement made by Jean van Lierde 
before the Court Martial. 


Copies (in French) may be obtained from 
Hem Day, 84 Galerie du Commerce,. 


Brussels. 
—IWRI News Service 


No parole for four 
American objectors 


THE U.S. Board of Paroles has refused 

to grant parole to four prisoners. Three 
of them, David Wireman, Donald Noble, 
and Joel Doty are serving sentences of two 
years, Donald Fisk is serving two and-a- 


half years. 
—CCCO News 


Refused to report—90 days 


Q@TORRS OLD, a graduate of Earlham 
College, Indiana, USA, has been sen- 
tenced to 90 days’ imprisonment for refus- 
ing to report for military service. He is 
an active member of the American Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation. 
—CCCO News 


Would not fight—but given 
U.S. citizenship 


NPARION SANBORNE, formerly Cana- 

~"" dian, was granted U.S. citizenship by 

ere of the pacifist oath in the McCarran 
ct. 


The McCarran Act added a clause assert- 
ing willingness to bear arms to the oath of 
allegiance to be taken by new citizens. Per- 
sons who because of religious training and 
belief are unwilling to bear arms may take 
the old oath under which the Supreme Court 
ruled pacifists could be given citizenship. 


Mrs. Sanborne is a graduate nurse, and 
she was asked many questions by the Immi- 
gration and Naturalisation examiner as to 
how she is willing to use this training in 
case of war. She stated that she would be 
willing to render service in non-combatant 
organisations of the armed forces if it did 
not violate the principles of her Christian 
faith. She would be willing to nurse in a 
military hospital under civilian direction 
but might not under military direction. 


Mrs. Sanborne testified that she would 
not purchase war bonds because all of the 
money is used for war. She would not work 
in a plant making war materials nor do any- 


and is already proving a| thing else which would “ knowingly contri- 


bute to the taking of lives of others.” 


4—PEACE NEWS, January 11, 1952 
CATHOLICS 


AND WAR 


The Consceript must 
hold all wars just 


— VATICAN 


TENHE auxiliary Bishop of Lyons, Monseigneur Ancel, has been publishing 
in the Catholic diocesan weekly, ‘“ L’Essor,” a series of articles on 
the attitude of his Church to war, which have aroused discussion in the 


French press. 
His first article was concerned 
main points were: 


oN Re 


a preventive war. 
The Holy See intervenes 


It was perhaps unfortunate for Mer. 
Ancel that he chose as a concrete example 
the case of the United States unleashing a 
preventive war against the Soviet Union 
and involving France as a consequence of 
the Atlantic Pact. 

This drew upon him a disclaimer from the 
Holy See, which disapproved in particular 
of his third point and emphasised the duty 
of Catholics to obey the constituted 
authority of their country and to carry out 
their military obligations “whatever the 
nature of the war in which they are in- 
volved.” (Le Monde, Dec. 18.) 

M. Remy Roure, commenting in Le 
Monde, Dec. 20, on Mgr. Ancel’s views, 
would seem to be in agreement with the 
Vatican, but he develops the point that, 
now more than ever, vast propaganda net- 
works make it impossible for all but the 
very few to know whether their country 18 
the aggressor or the victim of aggression. 
The Vatican attitude thus amounts to a 
juridical consecration of an unfortunate 
state of affairs, since for the ordinary man 
the question, for lack of reliable informa- 
tien, cannot be the object of moral con- 
sideration, 


—and a French official raises doubts 


A letter from the Quai d’Ovsay to Le 
Monde coincided with the Vatican state- 
ment. This expressed complete agreement 
with Mgr. Ancel, apart from doubts on 
three not inconsiderable points: 


1. It is not always easy to know whether 
a preventive war is of a criminal 
nature—for example, if France had re- 
sisted by force Germany’s remilitarisa- 


tion of the Rhineland, would that have | 


been criminal; similarly, was the 
Chinese entry into the Korean war a 
criminal preventive measure or not? 


. The Atlantic Pact only operates in the 
the case of an armed attack against 
one or more of the contracting par- 
ties, and legally each party is entitled 
to decide for itself whether to have re- 
course to armed force, 


. The only treaty France has signed 


bo 


expressly envisaging the instrument of 
preventive war is that made with 
Russia in 1944 with the object of pre- 
venting any new aggression on the 
part of Germany.. 

The high official of the Quai d’Orsay who 
signs this letter therefore puts the ques- 
tion whether the Franco-Soviet treaty 
should be considered void for moral reasons. 
His answer is that it depends on circum- 
stances. This might be an apt riposte in an 
argument with a Communist intent on 
attacking United States’ policy but it is 
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Dr. Alex Comfort 


The text of a recent “ Third Pro- 
gramme” broadcast which should be 
in the hands of every scientific 
worker and thinking member of the 
general public. In this talk Alex 
Comfort said: 

“. . . one eminent American .. . 

fiatly refused to provide information 

to the Guided Missiles Project on the 

ground that he could not accept res- 

ponsibility for the use to be made of 

it. . . . The development of a unified 

ethical voice in science is slow, but 

it seems to me that its development 

is inevitable.” 
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with preventive war and his three 


He who embarks upon a preventive war is always a war criminal, 
A treaty of alliance involving a preventive war is null and void. 
It is not right to obey a government which desires to lead its country into 


difficult to see its relevance to Mgr, Ancel’s 
position. 

In Le Monde, Dec. 28, 1951, Mgr. Ancel 
dealt with the safer subject of defensive 
war. He based his exhortations to the 
French to defend their country to the death 
directly on the pronouncements of the Pope. 


Africans and the 
White Man’s Gospel 


By DEVERE ALLEN 
A stery appeared recently im on 
African’ paper about a chief named 
Quipenene, who was asked why he 
would not embrace the white man’s 
Gospel. 


Chief Quipenene invariably replied in 
about the same words. Said he: 

“The white man came here many 
years ago and told us that he wanted to 
help us make roads and conserve inter- 
tribal peace. We agreed. Then we 
made the roads; in addition we have to 
pay a heavy tax to the government. 
This was not in the original ‘bargain. 

“Neat came another group of white 
men, telling us they wanted to help us 
clear the dense jungles so we could 
raise more coffee. We agreed, only to 
discover that the white man took for 
himself not only the recently cleared 
Be but our best coffee gardens as 
well, 


“Frankly, we are suspicious of the 
promises of the white man and want as 
little to do with him and his religion as 
possible, lest we find ourselves in an- 
other trap.” 


Germany’s conscience clause 


TN “Behind the News” for Dec. 7 1951, 

there is a rather unlucky and therefore 
misleading translation of art. 4, paragraph 
8, of the Basic Laws of the Western Ger- 
man Federal Republic. 


The correct, literal translation would be: 


“No German can be forced to service 
with arms against his conscience.” 


This is essentially different from the 
translation PN gave, Your wording, that 
no one can be forced to “ accept combatant 
military service”? would mean that a man, 
once he has accepted military ‘service, is 
bound for ever. The real wording, however, 
leaves open the opportunity to claim, at 
least, that the voice of the conscience has 
spoken after the man, ignorant of the real 
meaning of combatant service, has accepted 
military service. 

I do not doubt that the military authori- 
ties, should conscription be introduced in 
this country, will not recognise such an 
interpretation. However, as the wording is 
in the Basic Laws now, a man can at any 
moment claim that from now on his con- 
science forbids him to continue to carry 
weapons, and as he continues to be a Ger- 
man, he can at least try to plead for exemp- 
tion. In the wording as PN has it, he could 
not do so once he has accepted military 
service. 

I know we shall not be very successfui 
with this interpretation, but still we are 
resolved to fight for it. 


HEINZ KRASCHUTZKI 


Hohenzollernstrasse 27a, 
(1) Berlin-Wannsee, Germany. 


The Church and War 


Your “ Special Correspondent ” has 
done well to examine some of the dicta 
presented by Jesuit theologians of Heythrop. 
The Catholic Church—since the rise of 
nationalism and the Reformation—has been 
compelled to cede to civil authority various 
judgments that in the early Middle Ages 
would have been thought to He within 
ecclesiastical rather than State dominion. 
The classical theory of just war which the 
theologians are reiterating might have been 
logically defensible in the 13th century (if 
certain assumptions were accepted) but 
modern conditions render it void. The ques- 
tion of international war is at root political 
and would not arise in a non-national civili- 
sation, and the “ teaching of the Church ” is 
a highly elastic phrase ranging from un- 
alterable religious dogma to debatable semi- 
political theories of certain theologians. 


There seems a widespread notions that 
the Pope could “ outlaw war,” but that be- 
lief is ill-founded. Members of national 
hierarchies are mostly as patriotic as other 
citizens and would not ‘“ take their politics 
from Rome”; in addition to which the 
“facts” of war are always in dispute. 
Moreover a righteous war is theoretically 
possible, and consequently a universal con- 
demnation could not be made. 


JOHN NIBB 
BM/JONIB, London, W.C.1. 


The Korean crisis 


Qik JOHN PRATT asks us to believe that 
“ the South Koreans were entirely to 
blame. He concentrates his attention on the 
United Nations Commission on Korea 
(UNCOK) telegram from Seoul of, June 
25, and the Security Council resolu:ion of 
that date. I would point out, however, that 
this resolution merely called for an 
immediate cessation of hostilities and a re- 
turn to the 38th Parallel. In connection 
with this it asked members to assist In exe- 
eution of this and also asked the UN Com- 
mission to observe and report. 


It was not until June 27 that the Security 
Council asked that members of UN should 
“furnish such assistance to the Republic of 
Korea as may be necessary to repel _the 
armed attack’? and it had then received 
from UNCOK no less than four further 
telerrams all of which condemned the North 
Koreans. 


I quote from the telegrams, all sent on 
June 26: 

al Korean advances have 
created dangerous situation with possibili- 
ties or rapid deterioration.” ‘ Commission 
convinced North Korea will not heed Coun- 


cil resolution nor accept UNCOK good 
offices,” 


2. This telegram was a summary of the 
background to the hostilities ending with the 
words: “ The Commission has no evidence 
to justify in any respect the Northern alle- 
gations. All the evidence continues to point 
to a calculated, co-ordinated attack pre- 
pared, and launched with secrecy.” 

3. ““ Committee’s present view .. . is first, 
Northern regime is carrying out well- 
planned, concerted and full seale invasion 
of South Korea; second that South Korea 
forces deployed on wholly defensive basis; 
and third that they were taken completely 
by surprise ” 

4. “Commission informed adoption U.S. 
sponsored Security Council resolution. It 
had contemplated action in this direction 
and expresses unanimous gratification at 
Security Counci] move.” 


It will be seen therefore that United 
Nations armed intervention did not oecur 
on the basis of the hazy telegrams of 
June 25, but after definite evidence had 
been received on June 26 from UNCOK. 
Whether the UN resolution and subsequent 
devastation of Korea were justified is an- 
other (and I think more important) ques- 
tion, but it is not desirable to shut one’s eyes 
to unpleasant facts as Sir John does. 


The quotations from the UNCOK tele- 
gram are from ‘“‘The Korean Crisis,” by 
Sydney Bailey, published at 1s. 6d. by the 
National Peace Council, 144 Southampton 
Row, London, W.C.1. 

STAN BIRKETT 
1 Central Avenue, 
Pinner, Middlesex. 


Pacifists and Partisans 


OUR criticisms of the Editor of News 
for printing the parts of Dr. Comfort’s 
letter which he thought fit and omitting the 
parts which you would have preferred to 
see printed may have some validity. They 
would have had more had you respected a 
fellow journalist’s space difficulties and done 
the editing yourself. But your subsequent 
comment is inadmissable. 

Pacifists are not only working in the 
World Council of Peace—I myself am a 
member of it and insist in its Councils that 
all its decisions and acts shall apply to all 
nations, Communist or not. 

That Russia has faults, even as our own 
country, I am prepared to assert. What I 
am not prepared to accept is the necessity 
for us to go to war with her because of 
some apparent incompatibilities. 

Pacifists are in a most difficult position. 
We must either assert an uncompromising 
opposition to war and associate with all who 
will come fellow-travelling with us, even 
with Communists, or we must find ourselves 
joining hands with men whose trade is mur- 
der in the general commination against the 
Soviets. I choose Peace. 

J. R. SANDY 


T should not be assumed that your writer 

speaks for all pacifists. 

Some of us have had the joy of working 
with the British Peace Committee, and the 
World Peace Congress, and found many 
who, whilst unable to renounce the use of 
force under any circumstance, yet desire a 
peaceful solution to international problems 
as much as we, and show thujr zeal and sin- 
cerity by, amongst other things, working 
for and advocating a Five Power Pact. 

It will surprise the writer to hear that 
a resolution was passed at the last World 
Peace Council advocating freer interchange 
between. all peoples. 

The recent failure to procure British visas 
by several Austrian youths, who wished to 
visit London to attend a dinner of mem- 
bers of the British Youth party held up at 
Innsbruck in August, is one more incident 
which gives an uncomfortable feeling that 


(Continued on page five) 


THE “ PARTY LINE ” 
CHANGES IN USA 


The AF of L and 
conscription 


HE American Federation of 


Labour will be supporting the 
proposals for Conscription in the 
USA when they come before Con- 
gress, 


This is so much in contrast with the for- 
mer AFoL attitude that we quote below 
extracts from the evidence given by its 
President, Mr. William Green, before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee in 1948. 


“The American Federation of Labour re- 
gards the universal military proposal as an 
undemocratic step toward the militarisation. 
of the American way of life, grossly incon- 
sistent with the very principles and ideals 
whieh we are proposing to defend. 


“The American Federation of Labour 
carefully weighed the numerous arguments 
that have been advanced for universal mili- 
tary training; namely, that it would im- 
prove the nation’s health and be a stablis- 
ing influence on the nation’s youth; that it 
would «develop qualities of leadership, raise 
educational standards and end _ illiteracy 
throughout the nation. However laudable 
these objectives, all of them can and should: 
be achieved without resorting to compul- 
sion of universal military training, 


Essentially undemocratic 


“Conscription is in essence undemo- 
cratic, and nothing its advocates can say 
about the virtues of military training can 
change this fact. Measures such as. uni- 
versal military training cannot be justified 
by any character-building qualities such 
training might possess. 


“Even from the military point of view 
authorities question the value of universal 
military training. To what extent does 
modern warfare require the use of mass: 
armies? How useful can six or twelve 
months of military training be for a war 
which might take place two, five, ten or 
twenty years after the individual has com- 


pleted his training? After a searching 
study, I am convinced that these and 
other crucial questions have not been 


satisfactorily answered by the exponents 
of universal military training.” 


A vigorous pamphlet 
for Christian pacifists 


Christ—Power and Peacemaker, by Hugh 
eae Fellowship of Reconciliation, 


HAR too many people both within and 

without the Church wrongly imagine 
that Christian pacifism stands for letting 
evil pursue its violent and aggressive course 
without let or hindrance. 


It is painful to hear Christian leaders and 
spokesmen, in their justification of war, 
denying the efficacy or relevence of their 
own Gospel and discouraging men from put- 
ting their trust and hope in the power of 
God revealed in Jesus Christ. 


To replace this false impression by true 
understanding of the function and resources 
of the Christian Church is one of the most 
urgent tasks of the Christian Pacifist apolo- 
gist, and to this task Hugh Faulkner, the 
organising Secretary of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, sets himself in this brief 
pamphlet. He succeeds in accomplishing it 
with clarity and forcibleness, 


Mr. Faulkner presents Christ as the per- 
sonal channel through which the redemptive 
power of God was released into the world, 
and he maintained that Christians, as 
“eommitted people”? who take the mind and 
way of Jesus as their absolute standard, 
must find in Him “their pattern and their 
power ”’ and so will themselves become chan- 
nels for that redeeming love by which the 
power of God overcomes evil. 


¥ 


Describing the world into which Jesus 
came as much like our own in its.basie prob- 
lems and in its racial, economic and ideo- 
logical divisions, Hugh Faulkner shows how 
Jesus introduced a creative power into the 
world, which gave both unity and a sense 
of purpose to human life and inaugurated a 
new world fellowship of love. 


The Churgh, as the body of Christ, em- 
powered by His love, is called to this mis- 
sion of reconciliation and redemption. This, 
says My. Faulkner, is the crux of the 
matter. The patter and power of Christ 
are to be accepted and implemented now, 
if the Church is to recover from its present, 
impotence and bring new hope, life and 
power to the world. 


Such a commitment and allegiance 10 
Christ would call for an immense faith and 
a love willing if need be to bear the cross; 
but it would bring into being the new world 
community, transcending all human divi- 
sion, and would provide the alternative to 
the violence of Communism and war. 


It will be seen that this vigorous pami- 
phlet is an urgent tract for the times, which 
will clear away many false and inadequaté 
conceptions of the power available to the 
Church through Christ, and will call for 
fresh and hard thinking on the part of 
Christian spokesmen. 


CLAUD COLTMAN 
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(Continued from page four) 


all the wrongs may not lie East of the Tron 
Curtain. : 
Pacifists must find ways of co-operating 
with other Peace lovers if we ure to play 
our parl in saving) humanity from self 
destruction. 
PETER MARSH | 


Dedham, Colchester. 


FAIL to find any good reason for ve- 
_ fusing to sign the World Peace Coun- | 
ci’3 Appeals. 

The difficulty for pacifists, it seems, is | 
that “rightly or wrongly, they believe it to 
@ impossible for any appeal issued by the ; 
World Peace Council to include issues .. . 
Where ... Russia and its associated nations 
are pursuing policies that act against the 
beace of the world.” | 

The example given of freedom of move- 
Ment is, to say the least, highly debatable, | 
€specially since the Innsbruck episode. | 


The point about the World Peace Coun- 
cil is that obviously it is not going to adopt 
‘ne full pacifist position—pacifists them- 
Selves recognise that theirs is a minority 
Position, and likely te remain so—but that 
W has adopted measures, such as the Stock- 
lolm Appeal and the 5-Power Peace Pact 
Appeal, which have roused public opinion 
In favour of peace in a most effective man- 
her, To refuse to support these Appeals be- 
Ciuse the spunsoring organisation might 
hot adopt certain other measures as well is 
Completely illogical. 

Some pacifists seem to be so afraid of 
losing an opportunity of criticising the | 
Soviet Union that one wonders if they still 
fear the charge of  fellow-travelling—cr, 


Sin of sins, of being Communists them- 
Selves !—even though the road leads to | 
Peace, 


¥ JOHN EDWARDS 
“) Fellows Road, N.W.3. 


In the Free World 


m& T. Steele, in the New York Herald | 
tribune: 

“The Nuer (a Sudanese tribe) ask only 
‘0 he left alone. But, of course, that is im- 
bossible in the modern world.” 

1 a a i a tt te Ee aie ae he en 


NEW SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES FOR PN 


'EXHE new subscription rates for 
= readers supplied by post (see 
below) are only slightly above the 
previous terms for readers in Great 
Britain, the recent increases in Inland 
postage now being borne by Peace 

ws. For overseas readers the in- 
Crease is “pro rata” to the rise in 
Price. Peace News now costs them 
the same as it does readers in this 
country. 

In view of the paper’s immediate 
Need for greater income we are asking 
Postal subscribers to accept the price 
Merease at the same time as other 
readers. This involves shortening the 
Period of all prepaid subscriptions by 
approximately one week in twelve for 
readers in Great Britain, and one week 
In five for those overseas. 

H.FE.M. 


Circulation last week, 12,000 


= 


Two warnings to Britain: 


““WE ARE ADOPTING NAZI IDEAS” 


Archdeacon Hartill, who has been re-elected Chairman of 


the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, 
Year message to pacifists in the 


TOE international outlook is still tar 
from cheerful, though we shall all wel- 


'come My. Eden's plea for friendly discus- 


sion rather than mud-slinging; and there 
appear to be some faint hopes of the Powers 
discussing disarmament in a more construc- 
tive way. 


Untortunately, however, behind all the 
consiteration of disarmament there Hes the 
problem of what any nation regards as a 
reasonable ratio of armaments between the 
Powers; but this is inherently insoluble be- 
cause it starts from the initial falsehood 
that every Power (or group of Powers) re- 


gards some other Power (or group of 
Powers) as a potential enemy. 
That is the falsehood underlying all 


national armaments, which only we paci- 
fists deny. 

It is perhaps our first duty to expose this 
fallacy and to demonstrate in contrast to it 
the essentially Christian conviction that all 
men—and therefore all yroups of men—are 
potential friends and brothers, because 
Christ has broken down the wall of parti- 
tion by His Cross. 


Then we have to present to the world the 
challenge whether it is Christ’s plan or one 
diametrically opposed to it, which shall de- 


termine our individual and corporate 
auctions. 


Ideas we condemned 


It is strange—and tragic—hew largely we 
are adopting the ideas and policies which we 
condemned in the Nazis in the 1930’s. 

We have accepted their idea of « military 
alliance against Communism; and this has 
brought with it the acceptance of conserip- 
tion tn lime of peace. Though we spoke 
scornfully of Goering’s preference for guns 
vver butter, we have now made it part of 
our national policy that armaments come be- 
fore food, And the recent circular from the 
Ministry of Udueation looks like the first 
step in an attack on our educational system. 


Open conference on 
World Government 


(PHeE British Council of the World Move- 
ment for World Federal Government 
announces an Open Conference at the Con- 


| way Hall, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1. 


at 7.45 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 18. 

The conference will discuss plans for the 
country ag a whole, and how best to co- 
ordinate tha movement’s work with that 
which is going forward in other countries. 


| Speakers include Malcolm Joseph-Mitchell, 


E. S. Tew, James Avery Joyce and John 
Bright-Smith. 


- . 


Slight improvement — Trygve Lie 
J EVIEWING the six weeks’ work of the 
“UN General Assembly in Paris, My. 

Trygve Lie said recently that there had 

been “A slight improvement in the so-called 

East-West conflict. It was too early to 

appraise the Assembly’s achievements but 

he felt the debates had contained less pro- 
paganda and were more sober and objective. 


‘otes. for you 


has sent the following New 
Church of England. 


A UNESCO report 
handicapped children, 


in 1950 on war- 
reported that 250 


million children in the world were starving, | 


as well as millions who suffer in other ways. 
It now appears that in “ peace” time too, 
children are to suffer for the sake of arma- 
ments. Is it beyond our power to bring 
home the significance of our Lord’s grave 
words about 
And we can induce our non-pacifist 
friends to read that UNESCO report 
and discover what is the truth of what 


they describe as “the lesser of two evils’? | 


I am convinced that many non-pacifists 
are niuch more uncertain of their position 
than formerly. It is our task to go forward, 
in penitence, humility and prayer, patiently 
and without rancour, setting forth what we 
are convinced is the more excellent way. 


FREEDOM OF PRESS 
““SLENDER’’—Frank Owen 


6! PEAKING at a debate for young people 

arranged by the Council for Education 
in World Citizenship in London last week, 
Mr. Frank Owen, a former editer of the 
Evening Standard and of the Daily Mail, 
said that the freedom of the British press 
was “slender.” 


He recalled that Mr. Herbert Morrison, 
then Home Secretary, had called editors to- 
gether during the war and announced that 
he was closing the Daily Worker under 
Regulation 18b. “I remember getting up 
then and objecting to it, thinking that if he 
clesed the Daily Worker one day he might 
shut down the Evening Standard the next. 


“T spoke to Mr. Bartholomew, of the 
Daily Mirror, who was not objecting, and I 
said to him ‘ Aren't you going to object ? 
You'd better, because vou’re next on the 
list.” And he was. 

“It is a very serious thought that it 
! could be done again tomerrow morning.” 
| Mr. Owen also said that restriction of 
newsprint meant a very real censorship on 
the opinion of this country, though it was 
nonsense to talk about monopolies. 


fRENOUNCE WARAND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION AMOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is’ bi 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


Consultations by 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 
Registered Naturopath, 


uppointment 


| Graduate of Edinburgh School of 
H Natural Therapeutics 
21 Promenade, Cheltenhara, Gioa. 


CLASSIFIED 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


“one of His little ones” ? | 


January 11, 1952, PEACE NEWS—5 


East Anglian women’s 


peace call 


| TP HIRTEEN leading women in East 
Anglia—ineluding two JPs, teachers, a 
doctor and councillor, have sent a peace 
call to their MPs. 

They say that though widely differing on 
many points of political and religious be- 
hefs, they unite in their conviction that, 
while peaceful negotiation is the only solu- 
| tion to present international difficulties, 
| negotiation from armed strength is contra- 
| diction in terms, an ask that MPs should: 

1, Insist that an immediate cease-fire is 

agreed in Korea. 

2. Recall all troops fro mforeign soil 
where they are not wanted, so that they 
may return to their own homes and 
peaceful labour. 

The second demand, they point out, means 
also ‘‘the recall of American troops from 
the atom-bomb bases of East Anglia, which. 
in our opinion, constitutes a criminal mis- 
use of these beloved counties.” 


_ | Women and the World 


MESSAGE from Mrs. C. S. Ganley, 
former MP for Battersea South, 
appears in the Dec. 1951 issue of the 
| Women’s International League News Sheet. 
Mrs. Ganley calls on women to inform 
themselves about public and international 
affairs, so that they may know where their 
energies are needed. 
“ The size of the world is contracting with 
the inventions of the day,” she writes, “ and 
| this calls for toleration and the developing 
of capacity to see the other person’s point 
of view. Of course it is not easy to admit 
that we may not have been right, but it is 
easier, in the end, to consider and negotiate 
than to kill and explain afterwards.” 


“‘WORLD UNITY 
MUST BE BUILT FROM 
THE BOTTOM UPWARDS” 


—tLord Boyd Orr, F.R.S., President, I.F.L. 


The International Friendship League 
invites your participation in its 21st 


anniversary activities, 6d. in stamps to 

1.F.L., 3 Cromwell Road, London, S.W.7, 

will bring you full details of The 

|| League and a copy (when ready) of 

the [LF.L. 1952 International Holiday 
Supplement. 


PRINTING 


MAGAZINES, PAMPHLETS 
NEWSLETTERS, POSTERS 
Reports, Balance Sheets and 
all Commercial Printing 
Enquiries receive prompt attention 


C.A. BROCK & Co., 


79, SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10 | 
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Page six 


PEACE 


IN DEFENCE OF 
GEORGE LANSBURY | 


jin an otherwise excellent and 
understanding review in the Ob- 
server recently of Postgate’s bio- 
graphy of George Lansbury, Mr. 
Attlee writes: 


“On the question of war he was, 1} 
think, irrational. Here, if anywnere, his 
heart ruled his head. He seemed to be- 
lieve that other people must see the 
thing as he did, if only the matter was 
put fully before them. Hence his last 
and pathetic pilgrimage round the world 
in the belief that even Hitler could be 
persuaded by sweet reasonableness of the 
evil of his ways.” 

Now there is nothing that Lansbury dis- 
liked more than the remark which he so 
frequently heard that his heart ruled his 
head. I remember: getting a very indig- 
nant letter from him, when I was editor of 
Forward, and when somebody had written 
to this effect. 


What the “realists” didn’t appreciate 


It was quite true that George Lansbury 
was an impulsive and emotional man, but 
it was a complete mistake tu assume that 
he was not a thoughtful man. 


Indeed when one looks back on tne prac- 
tical things that he did in his long and 
full life, what he did in Poplar for local 
government and his long tenacious struggle 
to keep the Daily Herald going, it is im- 
possible not to recognise that, in spite of 
his emotional make-up, he had a toughness 
of enaracter, great commonsense and 2 
knowledge of human nature and life and a 
shrewdness of judgment which many of 
the politicians of his day, who thought they 
were the realists, didn’t appreciate. 

_ Now was George Lansbury so irrational 
in wnat he did and what he tried to do in 
1938? 

He did not believe in the idea that the 
problems of Europe could be solved by 
armed force. That was the fundamental 
difference between George Lansbury and 
ihose who succeeded him in the leadership 
of the Labour Party. 
what ther “ealled collective” security,.which 
was based on armed force. 


But“right up to the beginning sats they|! 


Second. World War they~tried to have’ it 
both ways. Théy demanded strong actian; 
bur boggled at conscription: Paty 


Lansbury, however, never did believe im!)Ni}4 u 
armed force and that led him to try,evéen | the country is 
at the very last moment, to persuade the | prohibit,” said Lt.-Col. N. 


heads of governments to agree to a policy 
which he thought could avert the murtderous 
futility of world war. 


His plan now Labour's policy 


It may have been optimism, but it was 
certainly not irrational. 

Postgate sums up Lansbury’s policy in 
these words: 

“ 4n international conference of the 
heads of States could meet and take direct 
steps (as Roosevelt was doing inside the 
USA) to provide funds for investment in 
backward areas, to stabilise currencies, to 
lower tariffs, and so set going again the 
wheels of industry all over the world. 


| ship on his appointment as Editor 


| 
} 


The sacrifices would be almost nil; the | 


reward weuld be such a prosperity that 

no nation would be driven to despair by 

war.” 

What was there itrational in this? Is it 
not exactly the idea that the Labour Pariy 
has now incorporated in its own poliev and 
which it has elaborated into its “ World 
Plan for Mutual Aid” ? 

That was what George Lansbury urged 
on the men who were the heads of the 
Governments likely to be involved in war. 
He interviewed every prominent personality 
in the world whom he thought would listen. 
He interviewed President Roosevelt, Leon 
Blum, Lord Halifax, Hitler, Mussolini, and 
many others. 

That he failed was not Lansbury’s 
fault. The machinery which was leading 
to war was already in motion and none 


Recent and forthcoming books of special interest 


FORTY YEARS, AND AN 
EPILOGUE 12s. 6d. 
Tne Autobiography of Stephen Hobhouse. 

CPFLU 12s. 6d. 


By LEWIS MACLACHLAN. 
The Story of Christian Pacifist Furestry and Land 
Units—with an Appreciation of Henry Carter. and 
illuetrations (coming shortly). 


THE TASK OF PEACE- 
MAKING is. 6d. 


‘The officia! Reports of the World Pacifist Meeting. 
With Foreword by the President of India. illus- 


trations, and many of the outstanding addresses 
in full, (Published in India, copies expected this 
month.) . 

THE POWER OF NON- 
VIOLENCE 15s. 
—a second printing of the American post-war 
edition of Richard Grexe’s manual for pacifists. 

STEPS TO PEACE Is. 6d. 
The American Friends’ proposals for practical 
peace-making. 

THE LIFE OF GEORGE 
LANSBURY 21s. 
By RAYMOND POSTGATE. 

SEARCH AFTER SUNRISE 15s 


A personak report by VERA BRITTAIN on India 
and the Worid Pacifist Meeting. . 


PLEASE ADD POSTAGE-—¢éd. books, 11d. pamphlets. 
(Half rate for each extra copy.) 


HOUSMANS BOCKSHOP 


(Peace News Lid.) 
3 Blackstock Road London, N.4 


| 


They believed in | 


\ 


| campaign will cost thousands of pounds, 


of the Governments had the policies that | 

could stop it. i 

Postyate, who is not 2 pacifist, summed 
it up by saying, “ Lansbury at this momenc 
was no wiser but was no more foolish than | 
the rest of his countrymen.” : 
Who was far-sighted? 

Lansbury has been criticised because he 
went to interview Hitler. But that was 
exnetly wha: the House of Commons 
taunted him to do. 

“Tell that to Hitler” was what his in- 
terrupters told him, That was what he did. 

It was no one-sided interview, for he 
made the Fuhrer uncomfortable by his de- 
‘erymination and persistence in talking 
about the treatment of the Communists 
and tne Jews in the concentration camps. 

Lansbury'’s opponents in the Labour 
Party won. When the time came they sup- 
ported the war and then walked into the 
Churchill Coalition Government where they 
accepted responsibility but appear to have 
had very little influence in shaping the 
policy for the future and agreed to the 
slogan of unconditional surrender which 
brought the Russians into Berlin and into 
Europe. 

Were they more far-sighted, less ir- 
rational, than Lansbury? 

Now we are faced with the prospect. of 
World War No. 3, and = are being 
urged to build up the German military 
rachine against our old allies, the Russians. 

In view of what happened in World War 
No. 2. an outsider on another planet would 
think that this was irrational too. 

George Lansbury’s opponent in this con- 
-roversy was Ernest. Bevin, who complained 
bitte:ly that he had been left a shambles 
as a result of the policy of unconditiona! 
surrender, Yet Churchill’s reply was that 
he had acquiesced in this. 

So when we look back upon it, is Attlee 
entitled to be so dogmatic that Lansburv 
was “irrational”? and the conventionally- 
minded Labour members of the Churchill 
War Cabinet were the wise men? 


NEWS 


Jan 11 1951 


—_ 


SYBIL MORRISON 


Winston's Windfall 


We have only to go along together, cach doiag loyally his best to understand the 
other's point of view and the differences of interests between our countrics, and 
me. shall find ourselves safe at the end of the road and through vast ‘strength 
bring peace and hope and salvation on earth lo struggling mankind 

—Mr. Churchill on arrival in Washington, Jan. 5, 1952 


A reduction of the age call-up (from 18 years 3 months, to 18 years) would give 


45,000 BOYS FOR CANNON FODDER 
| 
| 


the three Services @ windfall at once of about 45,000 men, 


—Daily Telegraph Military Correspondent, Jan. 7, 1952 


HEN conseription was first 
introduced in Great Britain 
during the first world war the age 


of call-up was twenty-one, which had 


been common on the continent of 
Europe for many years. 

In March, 1939, when conscription was 
resuscitated under the title of the Military 
Training Act the call-up was confined to 
thoze between the ages of 20 and 21. 

Later in the same year the Military 
Training Act gave place to the National 
Service Act when all between the ages of 
18 and it became liable to call-up. But it 
was 2 long time before the 18-year-olds 
were actually taken and a prreat deal of 
protest was made against sending abroad 
any young man under 19. 

* 

One of the earliest accusations made 
against Hitler was that he conscripted boys 
for his armies, and indoctrinated the youth 
of Germany with Nazi theories and ideo- 
logies; this included telling them that their 
country was threatened with encirclement, 
and that they must be fully prepared to 
fight for their Fatherland. 

To call up boys of 18 and “ indoctrinate 
them with the idea of a great and patriotic 
fight against Russian Communism is not 
so very different from Hitler’s original en- 
croachment upon the youth of Germany. 

It is perhaps to be expected that the im- 
pact of war, and war propaganda, should 


One of MacArthur’s staff to lead 


as Secretary to the No Conscription 

Col. Collins succeeds J. Allen- 
Skinner who resigned the tbat 
Co) 


Peace News. . 
He was for two years chief of the British 
Division of General MacArthur’s Legal 
Staff in Tokyo. é Or ee 
“After walking in the ruins of Hiro- 
shima, then watching the Japanese being 
wroomed for war, it was clear that our 
war sactifices are nothing to Washington ; 
and Whitehall,” said Col. Collins. 
“Positions of strength cannot solve our 
difficulties which are rooted largely in 
economic conflict and contracting markets.” | 


® SOUTH AFRICA 


(Continued from page one) 

the evils arising out of the existing 

denial of the franchise to vast masses ot | 

the population on the grounds of race | 
and colour. 

“The struggle which the nationai 0} gani- | 
sations of the Non-European people are 
conducting,” the statement continues, “is 
not directed against any race or nationai 
group. It is against the unjust Jaws which 
keep in perpetual subjection and misery 
vast sections of the population. It is for 
the transformation of conditions which will 
restore human dignity, equality and free- 
dom to every South African.” 

The conference, realising that a full-scale 


agreed to launch a 1,000,000 Shilling Drive 
to finance the mass campaign, this drive 
is ta be conducted under the slogan: “ One 
Million Shillings for Freedom by the End 
of March, 1952.” ‘ 

The Joint Planning Council consisted of 
Dr. J. §. Moroka (chairman), Dre. MM. 
Dadoo and Mr. Y. Cachalia (representing 
the South African Indian Congress). and 


Mr. J. B. Marks and Mr. W. M.. Sisulu 
(representing the African National 
Congress). 


SOUTHEND LIFTS 
BAN ON COs 


AT its meeting on Jan. 1, the Southend- 
=% on-Sea Council decided to rescind the; 
ban on the employment of COs, first im- 
posed in 1940 and reaffirmed last August. 

The decision was made_ because of a 
clause in the 1944 Education Act, under , 
which no-one may be banned from employ- 
ment or dismissed on such grounds. _ The 
Chairman of the Establishment Committee, | 
Councillor H. N. Bride, announcing the de- | 
cision, said that it did not imply any change 
oi view on the part of the committee. 


Leaflet distribution cancelled 


Southend PPU’s arrangements printed in | 
PN last week, for the distribution of leaflets 
protesting 
cancelled. 


against the ban have been) 


British drive against conscription 


“FENHE dragooning of British youth into conscripted service, and the 
subsequent enshrinement of many in war memorials throughout 
a brutal and mediaeval custom we are determined to 
Read-Collins last week after his appointment 


Council. 


WE DID NOT SAY IT... 


We have to seek an accommodation with 


the Soviet Union, not by pretending that sought through tolerance, understanding 


camps and purges don’t exist, but in spite 
of knowing that they do exist.—Kingsley 
Martin, New Statesman, Nov, 24, 1951. 


CIVIL DEFENCE: YOUR 


(Continued from page one) 


“The overall picture is sombre. Even. 
ignoring changes in the development of 
the bomb, the damage figures are very 
serious. And these are a measure only of 
the blast effect... with them must be 
kept in mind the grave problem of fire. 
Both are overshadowed by the scale of the 
casualties produced by the bomb, which 
makes the mere disposal of the dead « 
major problem.” 


Have they any defence scheme? 


They rely (1) on deterring the enemy by 
threat of even more horrible reprisals (2) 
on evacuating non-workers. They cannot 
evacuate everyone and close all the fac- 
tories. You would be told to “ro to it,” 
and Civil] Defence would do what it could. 
That would not be much. One is forced 
tu the conclusion that the main purpose of 
civil defence propaganda is to “improve 
morale.” The suggestion that it could 
“ensure our survival” or make war bear- 
able is utterly misleading. Any war today, 
defensive or offensive, in which atom 
bombs were used would make Europe and 
Britain into another Korea. 


Then what can we do? 


Many people will answer that with a 
question—isn’t it time we stopped this in- 
sane folly before it kills us all? Didn't 
we have enough last time? Do we want 
Korea here, and do we agree with the 
American ARP chief who tells us that 
“Britain will soon get used to atomic 
bombs,” or are we going to stop being the 
indefensible allies of an_ irresponsible 


; policy? 


You are not helpless. Public opinion may 
have stopped an atom bomb in Korea. 
Public opinion has so far kept us out of 
full-scale war with China. Public opinion 
can and must make itself heard. The Civil 
Defence issue is only one of many where 
you, by expressing your opinion, can bring 
home to the Government that you will not 
stand for war. 

Talk peace to everyone you meet—many 
feel just as you do. Get the inverted 
commas off “peace” and onto “defence,” 
where Lhey belong. 

Get together with your neighbours to see 
what vou ean do—bv letters to the press 
and MP’s, in your union, in your church, in 
your neighbourhood. Pressure counts—the 
Government are not war-mongers, but they 


prevent people from realising that the very 
elements of Fascism which they so much de 
plored in the early days of the Hitler re: 
ime, have been introduced here as a direct : 
result of attempting to deleat Fascism wit 
its own means. But it would be interesting 
to know how many people, reading of the 
new call-up proposals, saw anything menac | 
ing, or even unusual, in referring to the 
acquisition of 45,000 boys for future cannon | 
fodder as a “ windfall”? ! 


These boys are not old enough to | 


they are not old enough, many of them, t? 
have completed their training for a profes: 
sion. and they are still young enough t 
find a real difficulty in breaking away from 
the “herd,” which registering ws a com 
sclentious objector would entail, let alone 
breaking the law and resisting’ conscription 
altogether. | 


The difference between 18 and 21 is very 


greats this is one of the lessons that | 

sovernments in this country ick} 

learned from Hitler. ca a 
x ! 


It is nol without significance that ‘these 
plans for increasing the numerical strengt 
of the armed forces should coincide wit 
Mr. Churchill’s rhetorical outburst on his 
arrival in America. 

We are exhorted to be understanding and | 
tolerant of American points of view in ordet 
to bring “ peace " and “ salvation” through 

vast strength,” (of which these boys wil! | 
be a part), and we are told that in this way 
we shall find ourselves “safe” at the end 
or some undefined road, which sounds | 


commonly like a barricaded cul-de-sa ist 
ling with atom bembs and guns 7 oo oS 


| Ilis plea for tolerance and iinderstanding 
| of differences"would have been well directed | 
had it referred’to Russia; but the wooing 
| America at the cost) of antagonising Russ? 
is : Ric sequel tothe Atlantic Pact, 
nd thon‘ pegatiation throug | 
policy, 194°) eats’ ' ough strength 
; Preparations for war on a huge scale are 
getting. under way, and people are shutting 
their eyes, hoping not to be awakened; thé 
Prime Minister’s easy, meaningless rhetori¢ | 
flows over their heads like waterswnshiné 
| over insensate pebbles on <2 river bed, but | 
| the truth is they must wake up, or perish | 


If peace is ever to be fuund it must bé 


and negotiation, not with our frends, but 
with our enemies. This is what the peoplé 
of this country can, and should demand. 


QUESTIONS ANSWERED | 


don’ want you to foree their hand and the¥ 
know you can. We must face it. Delay 
endangers us all. 

Watch out for sveares and = watr- 
propaganda (whitewash for Our Side, taf 
and feathers for Their Side), 5 
_The German people have so far resisted 
ihe rearmament of their country—theil 
slogan was “Count me out!” If you aré 
ready to say, “I have had war—lI will never 
stand for another,” join us. We are not 
Communists, any more than you are. 
were founded by Dick Sheppard, not Staline 
Truman or Churchill. We oppose ALL 
war, then, now or later. Our paper, Peace 
News, will keep you in touch with othets 
who are working for the same ends. 

! 


WA’E degret to announce the death of Mrs- 
ac Mary Morel, widow of the late E. D: 
ore}, 


_ Mr. Morel, who died in 1924 and was MP 
for Dundee, did outstanding work for peacé 
in World War 1 and after. He was. one 0 
the founders of the Union of Democrati¢ 
Control, and had earlier been responsiblé 
for an exposure of the appalling treatment 
of native libour in the Belgian Congo. 
Mrs, Morel was a keen pacifist 
regular supporter of Peace News. 


Death of Mrs. E. D. Morel 


and 4 


AN ENDURING INSPIRATION 


"NHE recent death of Norman Robbins 

B.Sc., founder of the Christian (Paci- 

fist) Party, robs the Midlands in particulat 

of a sterling pacifist. Author of severa 

books, including “Security by Disarma 

ment,” he was from 1906 President of thé 

Warley Institutional Church which include 

pacifism in its membership basis. 

! In 1937 he founded The Christian Party: 
the membership pledge of which includef 

pacifism, and which has contested election® 

| in the Midlands and London. His encourage” 
ment led to the founding of the “ Christiat 

Party News-Letter ” in 1943 which later be- 

came ‘“‘Un-Common Sense.” 


RONALD S. MALLONE | 


a : 


a 
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